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Edited by Clarence W. Gleason, Volkmann School, Boston, Mass., for the 
territory covered by the Association of New England and the Atlantic States; Daniel 
W. Lothman, East High School, Cleveland, Ohio, for the Middle States, west to the 
Mississippi River; Walter Miller, Tulane University of Louisiana, New Orleans, La., 
for the southern states; and by Frederick C. Eastman, the University of Iowa, Iowa 
City, la., for the territory west of the Mississippi, exclusive of Louisiana and Texas. 
This department will present everything that is properly news — occurrences from 
month to month, meetings, changes in faculties, performances of various kinds, etc. 
All news items should be sent to the associate editors named above. 



New England 

The Classical Association of New England held its sixth annual meeting 
at Exeter, N.H., on Friday and Saturday, March 31 and April 1. The meeting 
was in every way a great success: the attendance was large, about two hundred 
members and their friends; the program unusually good; the hospitality of 
the Academy most cordial and generous. The general tone of the meeting 
was one of enthusiasm and optimism. The papers read were of more than 
common interest, of such merit, in fact, that it is impossible to do them justice 
in a brief sentence. The annual report of the Association will, however, 
contain the usual summaries, which the secretary will send to any who desire 
them. Three, possibly four, of the papers will be printed in later numbers of 
the Journal. 

The address on Homer, by Professor Weir Smyth, of Harvard University, 
was perhaps the feature of the meeting, and made a profound impression on 
all who heard it. Setting far aside all discussion of the so-called Homeric 
Question, Professor Smyth treated his subject wholly from the literary side 
and filled his hearers with the spirit of the poems themselves. His words 
gave many a tired teacher new inspiration, and added new courage to doubting 
souls, if such there were. If perchance any Philistine were present, he must 
have gone away repentant, to sin no more. 

In spite of a short note of pessimism in regard to the future of Greek, 
heard in one paper, many words of encouragement were noted in the exchange 
of greetings. From many quarters come reports of increasing interest in Greek 
studies and gains in the number of students. 

At the business meeting of the Association the following officers were 
chosen for 1911-12: President, Dr. William Gallagher, of Thayer Academy, 
Braintree, Mass.; Vice-President, Professor Clarence H. White, of Colby 
University, Waterville, Maine; Secretary and Treasurer, Professor George 
E. Howes, of Williams College. The program will be found in the March 
number of the Journal. 
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Massachusetts 

Smith College. — Under the auspices of the Department of Latin of Smith 
College, which has in other years presented the Adelphoe and the Trinummus, 
as also the Carmen Saeculare, a performance of the Rudens of Plautus was 
given in February by members of the class in Roman comedy before an audience 
of six hundred or more. An English version of this charming and romantic 
comedy was presented with ancient costume, appropriate scenery, stage 
setting, and music. The interest of the audience was unabated from the first 
appearance of the star Arcturus, who delivers the prologue, preaching such an 
excellent morality and setting forth such just views of Jove's dealings with 
mankind, down to the humorous invitation of Daemones to the spectators 
"to dine with him and to make merry sixteen twelvemonths from today," 
with which the play concludes. 

The parts were all well played, particularly those of Trachalio, Gripus, 
Labrax, and Palaestra. The scene near the end of the second act, in which 
appear the rascally slave-dealer Labrax and his Sicilian friend Charmides 
after their shipwreck, was very effective, and the dialogue which took place 
between the two was so well and amusingly rendered that the audience was 
constrained, much against its will, to feel sympathy with the poor wretches 
in their pitiable plight. Other scenes merited especial mention. The Fisher- 
men's song beginning the second act was pleasingly sung by a chorus of eight 
voices, the translation used having been written by Elizabeth Cordelia Decker. 
The musical score for the song was written by Henry Dike Sleeper of the Depart- 
ment of Music. The scene painted for the occasion by a student of the Depart- 
ment of Art represented the seashore near Cyrene, with the temple of Venus 
and the adjacent cottage of Daemones, even the bulrushes and the laser- 
picium plants not being overlooked by the youthful artist. 

Much credit is due Dr. Florence Alden Gragg, the instructor of the class, 
and those who so efficiently assisted her for the delightful and instructive 
presentation of this Plautine comedy from the repertory of Diphilus. 

Pennsylvania 

Classical Club of Philadelphia. — The fourth meeting of the year was held 
on February 10, when Rev. Fleming James, Ph.D., read a paper on "Chris- 
tianity v. Paganism in the Second Century a.d." The fifth meeting was held 
March 10, and at this Dr. Paul Shorey, professor of the Greek language and 
literature at the University of Chicago, delivered an address entitled "The 
Pace That Killed Athens." 

University of Pennsylvania. — Professor Shorey delivered a series of six 
lectures on "Greek and English Poetry; a Comparative Study," at the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania, from March 11 to March 22. 

Ohio 

University of Cincinnati. — Friday evening, March 10, there was given at 
the Grand Opera House a typical Greek tragedy, the Antigone of Sophocles. 
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A large audience witnessed the production. Probably no play which belongs 
strictly to the amateur class has ever been given in Cincinnati with greater 
success. The presentation moved with unexpected smoothness and ease. 
Throughout the entire performance an atmosphere of impressive solemnity 
prevailed. The play was given under the direction of Professor Harry, of 
the University of Cincinnati, by whom a translation of the drama had been 
prepared for the occasion. 

Cincinnati. — A Latin Reading Club was formed last winter by teachers of 
Latin in Cincinnati. There are ten members, who teach Latin either in the 
University of Cincinnati or one of the three Cincinnati high schools. The 
meetings are held every two weeks, and each time a pleasant hour is spent 
in reading Latin. The Metamorphoses of Apuleius is the book now read, and 
the experiences of poor Lucius, "the perfect ass," are thoroughly enjoyed. 

Minnesota 

University of Minnesota. — Dr. Granrud, of the Latin Department, has 
prepared a new course of lectures on Roman art to be delivered at various 
points in the state. He is also preparing a scheme for providing the high 
schools of the state with sets of lantern slides to be sent out from the university 
as called for. 

Professor J. B. Pike, of the Department of Latin, will spend a part of the 
summer vacation in Athens. 

Professor C. A. Savage, of the Department of Greek, has been elected 
secretary and treasurer of the Minneapolis section of the newly founded 
branch of the Archaeological Institute of America. 

Missouri 

Kansas City Central High School. — "Classical Day" was a feature of the 
Central High School on March n. It consisted of an elaborate presentation 
of character scenes from the Iliad. 

Tarkio College. — The college town of Tarkio has experienced this year a 
renaissance of interest in classical lore. The Women's Club, Sorosis, com- 
prising three circles and forty-five members, has just completed a year's 
study of Homer and the Greek tragedians. They are enthusiastic over their 
efforts, and pronounce the year's work most satisfying. At an assembly 
meeting March 20 in Tarkio College Professor J. Vallance Brown of the Greek 
Department lectured before the club on Oedipus at Colonus. 

University of Missouri. — Miss Bertha Bosth has been appointed assistant 
in Latin. Dr. G. C. Scoggin has been promoted to an assistant professorship 
in Greek. E. H. Eckel, Jr., of St. Joseph, Mo., was appointed Rhodes Scholar 
and is now in residence at Wadham College. 

Iowa 

Cornell College. — What the presentation of a Greek or Roman play in 
English version can do to enliven the study of the classical drama in our 
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colleges recently received a gratifying illustration at Cornell College, Mount 
Vernon, Iowa. A considerable number of young ladies, members of one 
of the regular literary societies of the college, finding themselves associated 
also in the course in the Roman drama under Professor Evelyn C. Riley, 
determined to present as one of the "open-door" programs of the society a 
Latin play. While the original inspiration probably came from their instructor, 
the choice of the play was made by the students themselves. The choice 
fell upon Plautus' Menaechmi. The students also made their own translation, 
and a very excellent one it was. The plays upon words were generally well 
produced, the English was idiomatic and vigorous, and throughout the 
lively wit of the original was fairly reproduced. The costumes were arranged 
by the participants. The staging and performance were under the very 
competent direction of Professor George M. Knox. 

Perry High School. — The high-school pupils of Perry recently presented 
Professor Miller's Latin play, Dido, to a large and appreciative audience. 
The rich costumes of the leading players and the white flowing robes of the 
Vestal Virgins afforded an artistic effect highly pleasing, which was enhanced 
by the music that accompanied the greater part of the play. 

University of Iowa. — A series of circulating lectures with lantern slides 
has been prepared for use in Iowa in accordance with the system inaugurated 
by the Archaeological Institute of America. These lectures are three in num- 
ber, one by Professor C. H. Weller, professor of Greek and archaeology in the 
State University, entitled "Athens, Old and New," and two entitled respec- 
tively "Indians of the Northwest" and "Indians of the Southwest," by Mr. 
John Harrington, member of the American School of Archaeology. These 
are to be sent upon application to high schools, colleges, and organizations 
interested, at cost of carriage only. 

Doctor Clara E. Millerd, professor of Greek at Iowa College, Grinnell, 
read a valuable paper, "Plato and Athens," before the Classical Club of the 
State University on March 24. 



